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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, DM, IS 

SUBJECT: MRGD BREAKS DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL 

1. RADIO DAHOMEY ANNOUNCED NIGHT OP OCTOBER 9 DECISION OP SPECIAL 
MEETING OP MRGD COUNCIL OP MINISTERS TO BREAK RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL. 
PEW HOURS BEFORE ANNOUNCEMENT, ACTING POREIGN MINISTER ADRE 
ATCHADE TELEPHONED ISRAELI AMBASSADOR DRORY TO INPORM HIM OP THIS 
DECISION AND TO REQUEST THAT EMBASSY PERSONNEL DEPART AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. DRORY TOLD ME HE PLANS TO HAVE ALL PERSONNEL OUT OP 
COUNTRY BEPORE END OP MONTH, BY WHICH TIME HE SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
COMPLETE ADMINISTRATIVE AND OTHER DETAILS OP CLOSING EMBASSY. 

2. OPPICIAL COMMUNIQUE STATES RELATIONS SEVERED BECAUSE OP 
ISRAEL'S INTRANSIGEANCE OVER APPLYING RESOLUTION 242, REFUSAL TO 
WITHDRAW HIS TROOPS FROM OCCUPIED "AFRICAN AND ARAB TERRITORIES", 
AND NEGATIVE ATTITUDE TOWARDS APPEALS PROM ALL INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS, PARTICULARLY OAU. COMMUNIQUE ALSO NOTES RESPON- 
SIBILITY OP GREAT POWERS POR MIDDLE EAST IMPASSE. 
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3. COMMENT: DRORY BELIEVES, AND WE AGREE THAT ZAIRE'S BREAK 



OCTOBER 5 WITH ISRAEL ENCOURAGED THIS DECISION, WHICH WAS 
PROBABLY ALREADY BEING CONSIDERED AS EARLY AS SEPTEMBER 26 
(PARA 2 OP COTONOU 1486). THERE IS 
ALSO UNCONFIRMED REPORT RE- 
CEIVED SINCE SENDING COTONOU I486 THAT IN LATE SEPTEMBER MRGD 
MAY HAVE RECEIVED ASSURANCES OP PINANCIAL AID FROM LIBYA, SAUDI 
ARABIA OR ALGERIA IN RETURN FOR BREAK WITH ISRAEL. WE ARE ATTEMPT- 
VERIPY REPORT 
ANDERSON 
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